Draft Minutes of the Berwickshire high School Parent Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9th March at 6.30pm in the Library
Present: Karen Thomas, Agnes Owtram-Temper, Georgina White, Jackie Glennie, Elaine Murray, Liz Donkin, Another, Graham Duncan, Ruth Devlin, Mhairi Browne, Rob Kelly 
Apologies: Ingrid Swan, Iain Sanderson, Fiona McGregor, Sara Watson, Ali Birkett, Bob Owtram.

1) Minutes of last meeting

These were passed.
2) Draft Constitution
16 members of the Parent Council responded positively to the new constitution; there was no response from the Parent Forum. The new constitution will be adopted by the Parent Council, the few suggested changes will be considered by a focus group in the future.  
3) Action Plan following the School Inspection
The action plan will be available for all parents to see on the school web site, or a hard copy may be obtained from the school office. The school will undergo the following progress checks: - 

June 2010  
Area Inspector visits school




Jan 2011
Progress meeting with SBC




May 2011
Report to councillors and Director of Education



Jan 2012
Closeout by the Inspectors
Mr Kelly described the layout of the report and highlighted certain areas, i.e 
Action 4.3 “take greater account of parents’ views on improving the education of their children”
The school is to establish parent focus groups to address issues nominated by the school and parents. The focus groups will be discussed at the next Parent Council meeting. In addition the school’s website to include (a) greater information on courses and (b) explicit advice on how to support children’s learning. The update of the website involves training the office staff, and should be completed within the next 2 weeks.
4) The Role Parental Involvement and Complaints Officer
Gillian Simmons gave a talk on her new role at SBC and the role of the Parents Council
The role of the Parent Council is to:
· Support the school in its work with pupils and parents 

· Represent the views of parents 

· Promote contact and communication between the school, parents, pupils, the community, nursery and other providers.
· Report to the Parent Forum

Gillian’s role is to ensure there is a flow of information from SBC to the Parent Councils. This will be done in a variety of ways:-

· Events organised for the Parents Council, i.e. the Conference on Curriculum for Excellence at Earlston High School on Saturday 27th March

· Glow group for Parent Council chairman’s to share information.
· SBC website

5) Parental Involvement Projects

· The school becoming a member of the ECO-school project. The Parent Council will fund £500 for a vegetable garden, but are still awaiting permission from AMEY
· The Parent Council would like to hold a Book Fair at the  Easter Concert, Mhairi will look into this; in addition there will be a second hand book stall. An email will be sent  from the school to parents to hand in old books

· Drama Club: Elaine Murray volunteered to help the school set up a drama club and look into the possibilities of  Eyemouth High School pupils joining it.
6) AOB

Karen will send out an Agenda of the Parent Council to the local councillors and request their attendance.
The Parent Council granted the music department £300 to purchase speakers for the school bands to perform in venues outside the school.
Discussions are on going with Eyemouth High School on joint curriculum provision for Higher PE and Computer Studies at Berwickshire and Higher Physiology at Eyemouth

